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Introduction 
 
In 2008, a Restoration Agreement was signed between the Queensland Government and 
Australian Rainforest Conservation Society Inc (ARCS). Under the Agreement, ARCS 
has undertaken to carry out a restoration project on a number of properties on 
Springbrook Plateau purchased by Queensland Government for addition to the 
Protected Area estate and eventually to the Gondwana Rainforests of Australia World 
Heritage Area. This work is carried out by ARCS on a largely pro bono basis. 
 
Two of the properties that were purchased by the Queensland Government supported 
accommodation businesses. At the time the government acquired the properties, ARCS 
purchased the businesses which included fittings and goodwill. The restoration work 
being undertaken by ARCS on properties purchased by the Government is calculated to 
be worth more than $300,000 per year. In recognition of that contribution, the 
Government leases the two properties to ARCS for a peppercorn rental. All profits from 
the two businesses are applied to the Springbrook Rescue project and ARCS receives no 
part of the income despite a significant input in relation to accounting, advertising and 
services. 
 
In early 2010, ARCS provided the Department of Environment and Resource 
Management (DERM) with a progress report, Springbrook Rescue Restoration Project — 
Performance Story Report 2008–2009. The report was structured to be consistent with the 
Australian Government’s Monitoring, Evaluation, Reporting and Improvement (MERI) 
framework, and with guidelines established by the International Society for Ecological 
Restoration (SER). 
 
The Desired Outcomes defined in the Performance Story Report 2008–2009 provide the 
framework for this present report. 
 
Restoration activities have initially been confined mainly to four properties in order to 
establish the science-based adaptive management framework suitable for broader 
application to other sites. The four properties (51.6 ha) involved in model testing were:  

Warblers (17 Bilborough Court) — 3 ha;  
Ashmiha (16 Bilborough Court) — 15 ha;  
Pallida (2824 Springbrook Road) — 32 ha; and  
Ankuna (2666 Springbrook Road) — 1.6 ha. 
 

Restoration work on some other acquired properties with redundant infrastructure was 
delayed pending removal of buildings that would otherwise have impacted on 
regeneration. Since demolitions/recycling were not completed until 2011 some advanced 
regeneration was inevitably lost but care was taken to identify threatened and near-
threatened species to ensure their protection. A list of the remaining properties 
transferred either to National Park or National Park recovery, are listed in Appendix 1, 
with cleared or degraded areas requiring natural or assisted ecological restoration listed in 
order of cleared-area size. 
 
The diverse environmental gradients encompassed by these additional properties will 
allow an effective testing of the adopted conceptual models for ecological restoration, 
making this project a globally significant Case Study area.  
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 c
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 p
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 c
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 m
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 c
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l t
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 d
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 c
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 c
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 b
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 c
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 p
rim

ar
y 

re
sp

on
si

bi
lit

y 
fo

r 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

an
d 

ou
tr

ea
ch

 o
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 p
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 p

ro
je

ct
 th

at
 w

ill
 

co
m

pl
em

en
t t

he
 A

R
C

S 
si

te
 y

et
 to

 b
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 c
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t m
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 c
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 fl
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e 
re

fe
rr

al
 a

ge
nc

y.
 A

t S
pr
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 b
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l c
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 c
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t r
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ra
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 c
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 C
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 p
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 c

le
ar

ed
 a

re
as

, a
s 

an
 im

po
rt

an
t a

ss
et

 fo
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is

ito
rs

 to
, t

he
 

Sp
rin

gb
ro

ok
 P

la
te

au
. T

he
 e

xi
st

in
g 

la
nd

sc
ap

e 
of

 th
e 

Pl
at

ea
u 

is
 to

 b
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ue

en
sl

an
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go
ve
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t p
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oo
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ie
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 b
y 

th
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t f

or
 e

nh
an

ce
m

en
t o

f n
at

io
na

l p
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 c
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 c
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ra
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t p
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at
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t p
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 p
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 p
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ra
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 p
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 r
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ra
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 m
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 p
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 p

ro
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f c
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 b
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 p
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 o
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 p

ro
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f p
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 c
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e 

A
us

tr
al

ia
n 

G
ov

er
nm

en
t’s
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, c
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 d
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 d
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, m
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 r
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t o
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, b
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m
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 p
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, t
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 p
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 c
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 d
ef

in
in

g 
th

e 
m

od
el

s 
an

d 
po

te
nt

ia
l p
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 b
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l r
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l b
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 c
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 p
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 d
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 p
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 m
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W

or
ld

 H
er

ita
ge

 fa
un

a 
to

 s
ur

vi
ve

 s
til

l s
ee

m
s 

po
ss

ib
le

, e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 if

 a
dj

ac
en

t t
o 

hi
gh

 q
ua

lit
y 

ha
bi

ta
t. 

—
 M

ic
ro

cl
im

at
es

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 fo

r 
re

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 
of

 a
nc

ie
nt

 li
ne

ag
es

 o
f p

la
nt

s 
ha

ve
 m

os
t l

ik
el

y 
be

en
 lo

st
 th

ro
ug

h 
ex

te
ns

iv
e 

cl
ea

rin
g 

an
d 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 e

ro
si

on
, b

ut
 fa

ci
lit

at
io

n 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

ca
n 

be
 m

im
ic

ke
d 

th
ro

ug
h 

a 
ra

ng
e 

of
 

sp
ec

ie
s 

in
te

ra
ct

io
ns

 in
vo

lv
in

g 
m

od
er

n 
pl

an
t l

in
ea

ge
s 

re
ga

rd
le

ss
 o

f t
he

ir 
ge

og
ra

ph
ic

 o
rig

in
s. 

 

—
 T

he
 m

os
t s

ig
ni

fic
an

t b
io

lo
gi

ca
l t

hr
ea

ts
 a

nd
 b

ar
rie

rs
 to

 n
at

ur
al

 r
eg

en
er

at
io

n 
ob

se
rv

ed
 to

 d
at

e 
in

cl
ud

e 
he

av
y 

an
d 

pr
ol

on
ge

d 
fr

os
ts

, w
ee

ds
 (e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 A
ris

tea
 ec

kl
on

ii 
an

d 
K

ah
ili

 G
in

ge
r)

, i
nt

ro
du

ce
d 

m
at

-f
or

m
in

g 
gr

as
se

s 
(K

ik
uy

u,
 S

et
ar

ia
, D

ac
ty

lis
), 

he
rb

iv
or

y 
by

 in
se

ct
s 

an
d 

m
am

m
al

s,
 p

re
da

tio
n 

of
 w

ild
lif

e 
by

 fo
xe

s 
or

 
w

ild
 d

og
s,

 p
hy

si
ca

l d
am

ag
e 

by
 la

rg
e 

do
gs

 a
nd

 a
pp

ar
en

tly
 d

el
ib

er
at

e 
da

m
ag

e 
by

 h
um

an
s.

 

T
he

 p
ro

je
ct

 is
 b

as
ed

 o
n 

fa
ci

lit
at

io
n 

of
 n

at
ur

al
 r

eg
en

er
at

io
n.

 W
ee

ds
 a

nd
 in

tr
od

uc
ed

 g
ra

ss
es

 a
re

 u
nd

er
 a

ct
iv

e 
m

an
ag

em
en

t w
he

re
 th
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at
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. f
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l b
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at
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 b
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 b
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 d
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 c
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 c
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l b
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R
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ra
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 p
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 r
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 r
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 o
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 o
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 fl
ow

er
s 

on
 o

ne
 R

ho
da

m
ni

a 
m

ai
de

ni
an

a 
pl

an
t o
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f f
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 d
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 c
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 m
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 p

ro
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 p
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Appendix 1 
 
List of properties with cleared or degraded areas requiring natural or assisted natural 
regeneration in order of size of cleared or degraded areas 

Code Address Total 
Area 
(ha) 

Cleared 
(ha) 

% of 
total 

Catchment 

ANK 2198 Springbrook Road 204.8 42.86 20.9 Waterfall Creek 
WOO 636 Pine Creek Road 24.4 12.20 50.0 Waterfall Creek 
BAR 2844 Springbrook Road 28.1 7.88 28.1 Ee-jung Creek 
KOO 2806 Springbrook Road 5.4 4.29 79.4 Boy-ull Creek 
GRE 252 Lyrebird Ridge Road 24.0 4.26 17.8 Pigeon Creek 
DON Lyrebird Ridge Road 20.4 4.05 19.9 Pigeon Creek 
GIL 2511 Springbrook Road 24.3 2.41 9.9 Little Nerang Creek (East Br) 
PUM 2884 Springbrook Road 8.2 2.24 27.2 Ee-jung Creek 
LYR 418 Lyrebird Ridge Road 14.4 2.01 14.9 Cave Creek (North) 
SPR 74 Repeater Station Road 5.9 1.40 23.8 Purling Brook 
COU 300 Repeater Station Road 4.0 0.91 22.6 Boy-ull Creek 
DWY 201 Repeater Station Road 5.1 0.50 9.7 Rush Creek 
KYR 333–375 Repeater Station Road 1.1 0.44 38.9 Boy-ull Creek 
OST 41 Bilborough Court 3.0 0.30 10.0 Mundora Creek 
QUO 352 Repeater Station Road 58.2 0.18 0.3 Cave Creek (South) 
LOD 317 Repeater Station Road 4.0 0.10 2.6 Boy-ull Creek 
LOG 329 Repeater Station Road 4.1 0.02 0.4 Boy-ull Creek 
Total  439.4 86.05 19.6  

 
 


